2

COUNCIL WORKING GROUP ON THE WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

18th Meeting : 25-26 May 2011
9:30, Room K 
ITU Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland

Mr. Houlin ZHAO
Deputy Secretary-General,
International Telecommunication Union 

Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· It is a great pleasure to be with you here this morning at the 18th Meeting of the Working Group on WSIS, including the 5th Meeting of the Dedicated Group on international Internet-related public policy issues.
· I would like to share with you positive developments from the last week. This year’s Forum attracted over 1,150 WSIS stakeholders from more than 140 countries. Several high-level representatives of the wider WSIS stakeholder community were present, with more than 20 ministers and deputies, ambassadors, CEOs and civil society leaders contributing passionately to the Forum programme. Over 80 members of parliament were also present, along with a number of C-level representatives from the private sector and civil society. Remote participation was an integral component of the WSIS Forum. 

· In total, the Forum programme comprised over 100 sessions, structured in 12 different meeting types in six parallel streams.
· For the first time in the history of the WSIS implementation, we have succeeded to create a draft outcome document of the WSIS Forum 2011 that has been made available online.
· Last Friday we held ‘Open Consultations on the Overall Implementation of the WSIS Outcomes (WSIS+10)’ within the context of UNGIS as the newly appointed chair of this Group. India has offered to host a high level event in 2014.
· I would like to invite all stakeholders to activate your networks and help ensure that the UNGIS open consultation process on WSIS+10 turns into a fully-inclusive process respecting the voice of each stakeholder, enabling UNGIS to build a plan of action which addresses the real needs.

· Resolution 172 of ITU’s Plenipotentiary Conference, held in Guadalajara, Mexico, last October, instructed the ITU Secretary-General to go to the UN Chief Executives Board to raise the matter of this overall review with them – including the possibility of holding a high-level event in 2014/2015.

· The Resolution further instructed him to propose to CEB to make the necessary preparations, based on a multi-stakeholder approach.

Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· I would now also address issues related to the Dedicated Group on International Internet-related Public Policy 

· As you know, the Dedicated Group on international Internet-related public policy issues was established as an integral part of WG WSIS, open only to all Member States, in accordance with Resolution 75 (WTSA, 2008), and Council Resolution 1282 (Mod. 2008). 

· The 2010 Plenipotentiary conference Res. 140 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) requests the Council to modify Resolution 1282 to establish a working group of the Council for the Dedicated Group on international Internet-related public policy issues, open only to Member States with open consultation to all stakeholders.

· This meeting is the first meeting this Group has organized after PP‑10.

· I encourage Member States to use this Group to their benefit, as a forum to discuss and elaborate their positions on issues that they consider important in the domain of international Internet-related public policies. 

· As one of the key groups, within ITU, for Internet-related public policy issues, we look towards this Group for guidance.

Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· I wish you successful debates during these two days. Thank You.

